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News and developments from the Family Law & community wellbeing sectors 
 

Family Court of Australia Core Principles in the Case Management of Family Law Matters: 

Before commencing an action parties are expected to make a genuine attempt to resolve their 

dispute, complying with the requirements and obligations of section 60I of the Family Law 

Act (Cth), the pre-action procedures in Schedule 1 to the Family Law Rules 2004 and rule 1.03 

of the Federal Circuit Court Rules 2001 as applicable.  Subject to an exception applying, the 

Court must not hear an application for parenting orders unless a section 60I certificate has been 

filed. After commencing an action, parties are expected to be proactive in identifying the 

appropriate time, and the appropriate way, in which they can participate in ADR, either by 

agreement or by court order: 

http://www.familycourt.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/fcoaweb/about/news/jpd012020 

https://www.familyrelationships.gov.au/separation/family-mediation-dispute-resolution 

Important news regarding Circuit Courts: Circuits are disrupted due to Covid 19 

measures, please refer to the following links: 

http://www.familycourt.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/fcoaweb/about/news/covid19-170320 

http://www.familycourt.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/fcoaweb/about/news/mr260320 

Radio interview with Chief Justice Alstergren - Parenting arrangements and COVID-19: 

http://www.familycourt.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/fcoaweb/about/news/triplem-alstergren 
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Parental Alienation has been an unacknowledged and poorly understood form of family violence.  

Research on parental alienation and the behaviours that cause it has evolved out of decades of legal 

and clinical work documenting this phenomenon, leading to a growth in the field. There is current 

consensus among research practitioners regarding what parental alienating behaviours are and how 

they affect children and the family system. In this study Jennifer J. Harman Department of Psychology 

Colorado State University, William Bernet, Department of Psychiatry Vanderbilt University, and 

Joseph Harman from the University of Sydney review the literature to detail what parental alienation 

is, how it is different from other parent–child problems such as 

estrangement and loyalty conflicts, and how it is perpetuated within and across different social 

systems and suggest that Parental Alienation should be considered and understood not only as 

abusive to the child but also as a form of family violence directed toward both the child and the 

alienated parent.  Please see the separately attached pdf in your inbox for the full article.  

       

The Victorian Women’s Legal Service has commented that: “Homelessness caused by family 

violence has grown in the four years since a Victorian royal commission urged the state 

government to prioritise giving victims stable housing as quickly as possible” A chronic shortage of 

affordable homes including rental properties has been identified by leading organisations in the 

community service sector as a cause of rising family stress and pressure leading to homelessness 

across Australia. This creates a feedback loop where stress and pressure are both the cause and 

effect of housing instability for people at risk of family violence. The following campaign has been 

generated with a view to returning a social use-value to housing in our age of investment, which 

sees housing as a commodity item rather than a social need: https://everybodyshome.com.au/ 

 

Coercive Control is a form of family violence: In 2017 Ryan Hart's father killed his mother and 

sister with a gun in Spalding, Lincolnshire. It was only then he realised his dad's history of 

controlling behaviour was abuse. "We never recognised that we were victims of abuse because we 

were looking for violence to be the indicator that we were in danger, that we needed help," "The 

pain, the fear, the entrapment was ever present," he said. "It was something we could never put 

words to until, in England, the coercive control law came into effect." Mr Hart came to Australia to 

talk to family violence services about the importance of recognising coercive control as a form of 

violence: 

Reports and Industry Covid 19 Updates 

https://everybodyshome.com.au/


https://www.abc.net.au/radio/melbourne/programs/mornings/domestic-violence-survivor-breaking-

the-stigma-around-coercive-c/12041510 

 
 
This paper published by the Australian Institute of Family Studies outlines the prevalence 

and presentation of client violence towards workers in the social service sector and outlines 

strategies for improving responses to client violence including practical responses that can be 

implemented at work: https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/client-violence-towards-workers-

child-family-and-community-welfare-sector 

 

 OzChild in Victoria https://www.ozchild.org.au/who-we-are/our-story/ are running the 

evidence-based program Safe-Care on the Bayside Peninsula for parents with children aged 0-5 

who need some help providing a stable environment for their children. The program includes 

education about parent-child interaction, identifying childhood illnesses and identifying hazards 

in the home.  Referrals are directed through the Orange Door: 

https://www.parentingrc.org.au/programs/safecare/ 

 

Service Providers Updates: 

Financial Counselling:  

The National Debt Helpline (1800 007 007) is a free and confidential telephone service providing 

information, options and referrals for people in financial hardship. Better Place Australia also 

provides Tele-appointments with a Financial Counsellor who can provide advocacy for people in 

financial distress. This is a free, confidential and non-judgemental service. 

 

Family Relationship Centre: continue to offer mediation and counselling via remote servicing 

contact intake: 1800 639 523  http://www.betterplaceaustralia.com.au/ 

 

Catholic Care: will continue to provide the counselling component of the Parenting Orders course 

via remote servicing, more information can be downloaded here 

https://www.ccam.org.au/page/125/catholiccares-response-to-the-covid-19-coronavirus-

pandemic 

 

Orange Door: is an essential service and continues to remain in operation.  Our 1800 number is 

still same number to call, and email iga@orangedoor.vic.gov.au is still same email.  Most of the 

Orange Door staff are working remotely.  We are connecting callers to practitioners when 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/melbourne/programs/mornings/domestic-violence-survivor-breaking-the-stigma-around-coercive-c/12041510
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/melbourne/programs/mornings/domestic-violence-survivor-breaking-the-stigma-around-coercive-c/12041510
https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/client-violence-towards-workers-child-family-and-community-welfare-sector
https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/client-violence-towards-workers-child-family-and-community-welfare-sector
https://www.ozchild.org.au/who-we-are/our-story/
https://www.parentingrc.org.au/programs/safecare/
http://www.betterplaceaustralia.com.au/
https://www.ccam.org.au/page/125/catholiccares-response-to-the-covid-19-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.ccam.org.au/page/125/catholiccares-response-to-the-covid-19-coronavirus-pandemic
mailto:iga@orangedoor.vic.gov.au


necessary.  Face to face work is limited and only when necessary, and only after thorough safety 

screening measures has occurred.   Over time these arrangements may change, however this is 

currently the status quo. 

 

Legal Aid: have the following advice regarding parenting issues for those on orders: 

https://www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/find-legal-answers/covid-19-coronavirus/parenting-issues 

http://www.familycourt.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/fcoaweb/about/news/adr-covid-info 

 

Gippsland Community Legal Service are still open and servicing clients albeit remotely.  Our 

reception is not open, so no walk-ins but intake otherwise remains the same.  We have all our 

lawyers on deck remotely, we are appearing in court remotely and engaging with clients via 

telephone:1800 004 402 or email: gcls@anglicarevic.org.au 

 

Anglicare Child Contact Service: are continuing to accept referrals for clients and conducting 

intake interviews over the telephone. We have started video contact between parents and children, 

with a worker present in the video call. Unfortunately, this is not suitable for all clients and we will 

resume usual contact once restrictions are lifted. 

 

Dealing with High Conflict Clients: For practitioners dealing with clients engaged in High Conflict 

the following Webinar outlines some useful information. You can access the Recorded Webinar 

here: https://www.highconflictinstitute.com/flpn-followup. This recording will be available until 

13th May. 

 

   

 

 

If you know of a service provider or organisation who wishes to be included in this network newsfeed, 

please email: Gippslandfamilylawpathways@betterplace.com.au 

Gippsland Family Law Pathways Network 
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